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Why Central Asia/Kazakhstan?
Economic strength in comparison
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Economic relations between Germany and Kazakhstan

• In 2012, Germany and Kazakhstan established a partnership in the areas of raw materials, industry and 
technology

• Kazakhstan is Germany's most important economic partner in Central Asia. In 2023, the bilateral trade 
volume totalled 8.75 billion euros (imports to Germany: 5.52 billion euros; exports to Kazakhstan: 3.23 billion 
euros)

• Around 400 German companies are represented in Kazakhstan

• Kazakhstan is involved in regional German development cooperation projects with Central Asia in a variety of 
areas. These programs focus on establishing a vocational training system, good governance, sustainable 
economic development, the environment, energy efficiency and disaster prevention.
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Main sectors of cooperation

 Green Transformation, raw materials an energy

 Transport, logistics an infrastructure

 Professional and vocal training

 Agriculture

 Industrial modernization and diversification
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Economic impact of the Ukraine war and sanctions against Russia on Kazakhstan

• Availability of own resources, significant oil exporter, crude oil exports increased by 50% in 2022
• Increase in exports to Russia, but mainly re-exports
• Highest immigration in terms of numbers, relocation of many Russian companies to Kazakhstan
• GDP growth due to non-oil exports to neighbouring countries

Assessment

Central Asian countries have not faced major disruptions in their energy markets as they are net exporters of fuels 
or continue to import energy from neighbouring countries and Russia, in some cases at reduced prices.

In the short term:
Clear and strong positive impact: high economic growth, increase in exports

Medium to long term:
Opportunity for further development in the IT sector through the influx of skilled labour from Russia
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German Eastern Business Commitee (OA) at a Glance

 Founded in 1952 at the height of the Cold War

 350 Member Firms

 29 Partner Countries in Eastern Europe & Central Asia

 13 Country and Industry Working Groups

 Administrative Office in Berlin and Contact Office in 
Hamburg 

 30 Employees

 6 Supporting Associations


